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1 . Claims 1 - 1 5 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-12 and 14-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Riley et al. (6,633, 788) in view of Rushton et al.(The Handbook of Logistics and Distribution 
Management") and further in view of McClendon et la. (6,625,619). 

Riley et al. teaches the claimed invention(claim 1) substantially as claimed including a 
system methodology and procedure that extracts root products and transforms that to a generic 
product, comprising: 

a. Means for building taxonomy for manufacturing sectors is taught as the product 
descriptions are stored in database in the form of hierarchical tree or taxonomy(col. 6 lines 21- 
24); 

b. Means for extracting root products in a manufacturing sector is taught as generic 
data at top level and each level down getting more specific till you obtain the root(col. 12 lines 
25-28 and col. 14 lines 14-20); 

d. Means for developing generic specifications for root products is taught as aero 
engine is the root product. A level-up is gas turbine and the next level the generic level is 
mechanical rotating product(col. 12 lines 23-40); 
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f. Means for storing, comparing, unifying and updating product specifications is 
taught as the product descriptions are stored in database in the form of hierarchical tree or 
taxonomy(col. 6 lines 21-24). 

Riley et al. teaches the above listed details of the independent claim 1 , however, Riley et 
al. does not teach: means for generating taxonomy of sector products based on Pareto's 
Distribution Law and means for compiling products pricing and marketing information. 

Rushton et al. teaches: 

a. Means for generating taxonomy of sector products based on Pareto's Distribution 
Law is taught as Pareto analysis known as 20/80 rule (page 107). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made or used to modify the teachings of Riley et al. with the teachings of Rushton et al. 
because Rushton et al. teaches a crucial method used in logistics for identifying the major 
elements of any business or operation. By identifying these main elements it is possible to 
ensure that , for analytical purposes any assessment is based specially on the key aspects and not 
to taken up with peripheral details. Also it reduces the amount of data the database must hold 
using generic product structure that include multitude of product as in a hierarchical tree 
structure. 

McClendon et al. teaches 

a. Means for compiling products pricing and marketing information is taught as cost 
estimating (col. 20 line 65 to col. 21 line 46). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made or used to modify the teachings of Riley et al. with the teachings of Rushton et al. 
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because Rushton et al. teaches proving a system and method got identifying and organizing 
construction product information is such a way that product data sets are readily defined and 
recorded, quickly searched and compared. The taxonomy is specially designed to a computer. 

As to claim 2, Riley et al. teaches wherein said taxonomy for manufacturing sector, 
allows products to be systematically grouped based on manufacturing process is taught as the 
specific procedure(products) are under the generic processes(manufacturing process) 

As to claim 3, Riley et al. teaches wherein said group of products are further detailed to 
identify sub-group products is taught as the taxonomy tree had branches(sub groups)(col. 1 1 
lines 59-61). 

As to claim 4, Riley et al. teaches wherein said subgroup of products are repeatedly 
detailed until root products are identified is taught as generic data at top level and each level 
down getting more specific till you obtain the root(col. 12 lines 25-28 and col. 14 lines 14-20). 

As to claim 5, McClendon et al. teaches wherein said generic specification consists of 
compiling specifications for products, including information on producers and suppliers of 
products is taught as manufacture, brand name and cost etc.(col. 1 1 lines 9-37). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made or used to modify the teachings of Riley et al. with the teachings of Rushton et al. 
because Rushton et al. teaches proving a system and method got identifying and organizing 
construction product information is such a way that product data sets are readily defined and 
recorded, quickly searched and compared. The taxonomy is specially designed to a computer. 
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As to claim 6, Rushton et al. teaches wherein said market demand for sector products is 
evaluated by applying Pareto's distribution Law is taught as the typical Pareto curve shows 
where 20% of products give 80% of value. The 80/20 rule(page 107). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made or used to modify the teachings of Riley et al. with the teachings of Rushton et al. 
because Rushton et al. teaches a crucial method used in logistics for identifying the major 
elements of any business or operation. By identifying these main elements it is possible to 
ensure that , for analytical purposes any assessment is based specially on the key aspects and not 
to taken up with peripheral details. Also it reduces the amount of data the database must hold 
using generic product structure that include multitude of product as in a hierarchical tree 
structure. 

As to claim 7, Rushton et al. teaches wherein a procedure determines market share of 
products is taught as the typical Pareto curve shows where 20% of products give 80% of value. 
The 80/20 rule(page 107). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made or used to modify the teachings of Riley et al. with the teachings of Rushton et al. 
because Rushton et al. teaches a crucial method used in logistics for identifying the major 
elements of any business or operation. By identifying these main elements it is possible to 
ensure that , for analytical purposes any assessment is based specially on the key aspects and not 
to taken up with peripheral details. Also it reduces the amount of data the database must hold 
using generic product structure that include multitude of product as in a hierarchical tree 
structure. 
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As to claims 8-11, Riley et al. teaches wherein all relevant specifications of products are 
stored, wherein a procedure compares and selects products with a similar specifications, and 
wherein the specification of root products are unified to produce a generic specification and 
wherein a procedure, updates all specifications is taught as the product descriptions are stored in 
database in the form of hierarchical tree or taxonomy(col. 6 lines 21-24). 

As to claim 12, McClendon et al. teaches wherein a procedure collects, stores and 
updates products pricing data is taught as cost estimating (col. 20 line 65 to col. 21 line 46). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made or used to modify the teachings of Riley ct al. with the teachings of Rushton et al. 
because Rushton et al. teaches proving a system and method got identifying and organizing 
construction product information is such a way that product data sets are readily defined and 
recorded, quickly searched and compared. The taxonomy is specially designed to a computer. 

As to claim 14, McClendon et al. teaches wherein updated specification is attached to 
product pricing is as the taxonomy provides updates to users on demand or periodic basis(col. 2 
lines 63-65). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made or used to modify the teachings of Riley et al. with the teachings of Rushton et al. 
because Rushton et al. teaches proving a system and method got identifying and organizing 
construction product information is such a way that product data sets are readily defined and 
recorded, quickly searched and compared. The taxonomy is specially designed to a computer. 
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As to claim 15, Riley et al. teaches wherein the root product with the attached generic 
specification comprises a generic product is taught as the product descriptions are stored in 
database in the form of hierarchical tree or taxonomy(col. 6 lines 21-24). 

4. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Riley et al. in 
view of Rushton et al. and further in view of Perkowski (5,950,173). 

Riley et al, Rushton et al. and McClendon et al. teach the claimed invention(claim 1) see 
paragraph number 3 above. 

As to claim 13, wherein said information includes product manufactured date is taught as 
manufacture's data(col. 1 lines 38-60). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made or used to modify the teachings of Riley et al. with the teachings of Perkowski because 
Perkowski teaches a taxonomy system of products organized in database by categories which is 
the same as the taxonomy system taught in Riley et al. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CHAD RAPP whose telephone number is (571)272-3752. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 1 1 :00-7:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Albert DeCady can be reached on (571)272-3819. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Albert DeCady/ Chad Rapp 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2121 Examiner 

Art Unit 2121 

cjr 



